Left ventricular diastolic dysfunction and cardiovascular regulation in hypertension.
The determinants and physiologic consequences of altered left ventricular diastolic filling rate in hypertension has not yet been fully assessed. Data suggesting that left ventricular diastolic dysfunction in hypertension is associated with impaired peripheral vascular regulation by cardiopulmonary reflexes has been reported recently. Other functional correlates of alteration of left ventricular diastolic function are reviewed, as well as the effects of antihypertensive therapy on the rate of left ventricular filling.